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“Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, for 

man's anger does not bring about the righteous life that god desires.  Therefore, get 

rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word 

planted in you, which can save you.”  “do not merely listen to the word, and so 

deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.  Anyone who listens to the word but does not do 

what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror and, after looking at 

himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like!  But the man who 

looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, not 

forgetting what he has heard, but doing it—he will be blessed in what he does.”

 James 1:19-25 (NIV) 

 

 
How do I build my life on the Bible?  Receive it with your ears. Every time 

you hear the Word your faith is being built.   

 

It is the Word of God that saves us.  

  

 

“accept the Word.”  “accept” in the Greek has to do with hospitality. It 

means to welcome.  

 

 

“Planted”  The Word of God is often compared to a seed.  The soil is our 

heart.   

 

The soil must be prepared for the seed. If you want to hear God, your heart 

has to be prepared. Good reception requires a good attitude. The four 

characteristics of a good attitude are…   

 

Quiet.  “Be quick to listen and slow to speak.”   You can’t hear God if you’re 

always talking. 

Calm  “And slow to become angry.”    You don’t hear much when you’re 

angry.   

Clean “Get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent.”  Get rid of 

the junk in your life. Specifically get rid of two things:  Get rid of filth and 

evil.  How do I take out the garbage spiritually?  Confession.  Confession 

simply means to agree with God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Humble. “Humbly accept the Word planted in you which can save you.”  

Humble means to be ready to obey.  A prideful attitude – “God, you tell me 

what you want me to do and then I’ll decide whether I’m going to do it or 

not,”  

 

 

These are the spiritual hearing aids for hearing God’s Word. But there’s a 

problem: we forget 95% of what we hear within 72 hours, so you’ve got to 

move on to the deeper ways of building your life on God’s Word.  

 

 

“confession” is the Greek word homologeo.  Homo means “same”.  Logeo 

means “to speak.”  Confession literally means to speak the same.  “God, I 

agree with you.  You’re right and I’m wrong.”   

 


